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IAGA Contemporary Art is glad to present to the public the second solo exhibition signed by 

Nicola Vinci (Castellaneta,1975) in the gallery own venue, entitled Testimoni silenti / Silent 

witnesses. 

The exhibition project exhibited on this occasion is in reality, a double exhibition, in fact, two novel 

photographic series, which arose from the different suggestions experienced in the same place, 

are exhibited. The choice to present to the audience both cycles is dictated by the desire to bring to 

life the experienced experience of the artist who, after some time from the first project, returns to 

the same house to create the second one, thus discovering new details, new impressions, new 

thoughts and therefore new inspirations. In the same way, the consumer sees the two series, goes 

back to his/her own life at the mercy of his/her thoughts - partly internalizing what he/she saw, 

partly forgetting it and partly interpreting it - and develops a complete personal reflection. The 

same catalogue, being double-faced, highlights how these two projects are actually two sides of 

the same coin, with the same purpose, both being an invitation not to forget. The artist observes 

the house of a lonely man who has unwittingly become the subject of rumours and indiscretions 

from the inhabitants of the small town (Castellaneta, also hometown of the artist himself), stories 

that the artist asks us to imagine through his photographs, leaving room for fantasy.   

The first exhibited series, Alone / Ring (2011), has a title that helps to immediately classify its 

subject, which is the lonely children (from the English “alone”), abandoned in time and abandoned 

to time, who are also halos, erased traces of a past in which the blurring of memories (i.e., the 

presence-absence of figures) makes it impossible to distinguish what was, what could have been, 

and what is distorted by time. A sense of anticipation and loneliness that becomes almost anxiety 

accompanies these compositions – a term that accurately describes the photographer’s work as 

stage director, later modified with digital – in which the children appear suspended between life 

and death, suspended in time, more like a still-life (or, to further emphasize this contrast, a dead 

nature) of their souls rather than portraits of flesh and blood individuals. 

The scenographic elements that surround these figures are reminiscent of our everyday life, 

involving us and making us identify with them; the objects of common use favour, moreover, the 

narrative of the image and embody the relationship between the past and the present, being traces 

of man’s passage through this world. The same crystallized environment represents the people 

who lived it and preserves the memory of everyday life; these semi-dark and timeworn rooms bear 

the marks of experiences and tell stories of the past, and once revealed they are far from being 

empty and abandoned, leaving the observer with the choice between empathizing with these 

whispered stories and imagining new ones. 

The second series starts right from rooms and objects: Le parti scoperte / Discovered Parts (2019-

2022). Years later, Nicola Vinci finds the house unchanged, every object, every piece of furniture, 

“immortalized” in Alone is still in its place, frozen in time, nobody has taken anything in loving 

memory of those who are no longer in this world; he wonders why, feels a sense of total 



 

 

abandonment, identifying with his tenant, and decides to become a witness to this story himself, 

directly showing us these artefacts full of memories that, once again, he asks us to imagine. These 

are also halos of the past, but here something was consumed less, was lived, felt, touched less, 

because it remained hidden under paintings, engravings and even under crucifixes; these halos in 

turn created others: they are the marks they left on the walls. The artist offers us the photographs 

of the space in which the imprint, the negative, is visible, and exposes next to them the missing 

object as proof of what happened, like the particle raised during the Eucharist so that everyone can 

see it, to say “Here it is, look at it, this is his body and convince yourself of the existence of the 

Lord who became man”. The exposed wall becomes a metaphor for discovery, for a deeper 

knowledge, for a more intimate and sensitive part of oneself and others, but at the same time his 

photograph covers a portion of the exhibition premises, hiding it from our sight, to show us that it is 

not possible to know an absolute truth.  

  



 

 

IAGA Contemporary Art  

IAGA Contemporary Art Gallery was founded in 2014, in Cluj-Napoca, Romania, in the Transylvanian region, by Alberto 

Perobelli, entrepreneur and collector of modern and contemporary art: starting from the acquisition of the works of the 

great masters of the Italian post-war period after the Second World War, through his activity in Romania, began to 

deepen the research and languages of young local artists and founded the project of a gallery to give voice to their 

works, in a careful and original dialogue with artists from other Eastern European countries, without forgetting the young 

Italians and the middle-aged. 

From 2014 until now, the result is an intense activity of the gallery, coordinated by Rosalba Di Pierro, Gallery Manager, 

hosting six exhibitions a year and with an active participation in art fairs in Northeast European countries, with a careful 

presence at Italian fairs.  

 

 

Nicola Vinci 

Nicola Vinci is a photograph born in Castellaneta (TA) in 1975, who currently lives and works in Verona. In 2001 he 

graduated with a Master's degree in Painting, from the Accademia di Belle Arti di Bari.  

Photography is the preferred medium of his artistic research, which focuses on psychological and emotional 

development, on the relationship with the outside and the various psychological spaces. 

Nicola Vinci has took part in numerous collective exhibitions, in Italy, in several European countries (such as Spain, 

Germany, Romania, Slovenia and Switzerland) and East Asia (China and South Korea), as well as various art awards 

and artist residencies. In addition, the artist has exhibited in several solo exhibitions in Italy, at many art galleries 

including Arte Boccanera Contemporanea (Trento) and Galleria Bonelli Arte Contemporanea (Mantova), and abroad at 

IAGA Contemporary Art, Cluj-Napoca (Romania), Hous Projects, New York (USA), Photographers Gallery ZA, Cape 

Town (South Africa).  

 

 

Camilla Remondina 

Camilla Remondina (Brescia, 1995) graduated from the Art Didactics course for Museums and she’s a specialist in 

Communication and Art Didactics at the Accademia di Belle Arti SantaGiulia in Brescia.  

She’s an independent curator who cooperates with Ilaria Bignotti (Brescia, 1979) on many exhibition projects. Since 2017 

she has been in charge of the Scientific Secretariat of the Antonio Scaccabarozzi Archive (Milan) and in 2018 she 

founded the curatorial group ACME Art Lab together with Alessia Belotti (Seriate, 1996) and Melania Raimondi (Brescia, 

1994), aimed at enhancing and disseminating contemporary art on national and international territory through exhibition 

projects, performances, educational workshops, conferences and other artistic events, mainly highlighting emerging 

artists and creating events capable of involving a wide audience through an ad hoc educational proposal.  

 


